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Upcoming Events  

Friday Dec. 17 - Last Day of Class  

Monday Dec. 20 - Friday, Dec. 31 - Winter Holidays 

Monday, Jan. 3 -  First Day of Class  

 

Notes from Administration  

Happy December everyone. A number of students and staff from our ASD classes have begun get-
ting people in the holiday spirit by setting up a Christmas tree in the foyer.   There have been a num-
ber of significant Ministry of Education announcements recently.   The Ministry of Education has an-
nounced the expansion of destreaming. In addition to Grade 9 mathematics, all remaining Grade 9 
compulsory courses will be destreamed in September 2022. 
In addition, the OCDSB will be destreaming Grade 10 math-
ematics.  
  

 All Grade 9 compulsory courses will be destreamed.  

 Applied level courses at the Grade 9 level will no 
longer be offered.  

 A revised destreamed science curriculum will be re-
leased in the spring of 2022. 

 All other compulsory grade 9 courses (English, Geog-
raphy, French) will be delivered through the Academic 
course  

 Grade 10 mathematics will be destreamed and deliv-
ered through the Academic course. An addendum to the 
Grade 10 Academic course will be provided by the MOE.  

 
The Ministry of Education also announced that School 
Boards would have the opportunity to return to a regular 
semestered schedule with four classes per day with the ap-
proval of the local Board of Health.  The Ottawa Carleton 
Board of Education is currently working with Ottawa Public 
Health in terms of monitoring COVID numbers.  An an-
nouncement will be made shortly concerning the schedule 
for semester two for secondary students.  We do not antici-
pate any significant changes to the intermediate schedule.   
 
Thanks for all the parents who participated in parent teach-
er interviews during the month of November for both secondary and intermediate students.  Just a 
reminder that parents can reach out at anytime to request feedback on their child’s progress.  



Travelling During the Holidays 

As we get closer to the scheduled holiday, we are hearing more of families who will be travelling 
for extended times.   The Ministry of Education has very strict guidelines as it relates to student 
absences in order to remain a registered student.   Absences that are 15 consecutive days or 
more require students to be unregistered from our school unless a program of study is provided. 

We support our students with the use of our Extended Leave Form.  These forms are availa-
ble from the office for both Intermediate and Secondary students.  Forms must be signed by all 
teachers, the parent, student and Principal.  A program of study must be provide to the student to 
remain on our register.  For families who are 15 days or more, the form is mandatory. 

For families with shorter absences, the form is optional, and their leave is entered differently (as 
a Grant Day rather than an Absent). Some families prefer the G day as it does not show as an A.  
If students or families have any questions, please contact the main office and someone will be 
able to provide assistance.   

 

Getting to and from LDH Safely 

Thanks for everyone’s help in following our school protocols with respect to entering and exiting 
the building.  We have a large student population and with most students arriving within a twenty 
minute window, the streets around LDH are incredibly busy.  With the arrival of snow and other 
winter weather, it is even more important that everyone does 
their part.  Please remember that the crescent shaped parking 
lot off Berrigan is a bus only lane from 8:30 a.m. until 9:00 a.m 
and from 3:00 p.m. until 3:40 p.m  Parents are asked not to ac-
cess the entrances off Berrigan or Longfields when dropping stu-
dents off in the morning or picking them up in the afternoon.   

 

Although LDH does not have yellow school buses, we do have 
special OC Transpo buses that help transport students to and 
from school.  We want to remind all students that this is a privi-
lege and not a right to use these special OC Transpo buses.  
Students who are disrespectful towards the bus drivers or abu-
sive towards other students will have their privileges cancelled.  
We consider these buses and extension of LDH and we have the 
same behavioural expectations for students on the buses as we 
do at school.   

Just a reminder that as the weather turns colder it is important 
that all students dress appropriately.  This is especially relevant for our intermediate students 
who are out for breaks outside at least twice a day.  Indoor shoes are a necessity for keeping the 
classrooms clean and for accessing the gym.     It is always handy to provide students with an 
extra mask or two as they have a tendency to get wet in the colder weather.  Thanks for your 
help.   
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Business:  Carleton University DECA Case Competition 

Last week our Gr 12 Business students participated in Carleton University's annual high school case 
competition hosted by the Sprott School of Business' DECA club. 

DECA is a international organization with clubs at the high school and university level.  

The students had 40 minutes to 'crack the case' and then presented their solutions to a panel of Sprott 
judges.  

The LDH students did an incredible job:  they came up with unique and creative solutions and were 
professional in their presentations.   They look forward to receiving their scores and feedback from 
Sprott this week 

Secondary Students Write University of Waterloo Math Contest  
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  LDH Students Express Their Creativity 

 

LDH had 12 Secondary students submit entries to the OSSTF Stu-
dent Achievement awards. The theme this year was "A Moment in 
Time" and students created both visual art, media videos, poetry 
and short prose to share what the theme meant to them.  

There were 24 entries across our school district, and 12 of those 
entries were from LDH students. Judging just happened last Tues-
day and we are waiting to hear the results. One representative from 
each of the 11 categories will go to Toronto to compete against oth-
er Districts in Ontario for a $1000 dollar prize.  

Stay tuned to see who will be a finalist in early December.  

 

Grade Nine Science Class Talks to Canadian Astronaut 

Mrs. Khaled’s grade 9 class had the opportunity to tag along with grade 9 classes from John 
McCrae to meet Canadian astronaut Jeremy Hansen on a google meet onThursday, November 
26th. Jeremy talked to classes about Canada's contribution to space exploration. He also shared 
stories about some of the vigorous and intense astronaut training he's had as he prepares for his 
upcoming missions to space. He also spent half an hour taking student questions about a variety 
of topics, including the new mission to the Moon in late 2024, his education pathway, his career 
as a fighter pilot, etc. 

Jeremy was in Ottawa to tour the "Earth in Focus: Insights from Space", a new exhibition at the 
Canada Science and Technology Museum, that the museum collaborated with the Canadian 
Space Agency to create.   Here's the link to his bio.   

 

University of Waterloo Math Contest  

Almost sixty secondary 
and intermediate students 
participated in the Univer-
sity of Waterloo 
CISM Canadian Intermedi-
ate Senior Math competi-
tion on Wednesday, No-
vember 17.  Congratula-
tions to all the students 
who took on the challenge.  
Contest writers should get 
their results in February/
March.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89EVrCiO0Os

